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The holiday season is
upon us. Families will be
gathering to celebrate all
there is to be grateful for,
yet for many, this will be a
time of sadness.

2005 has been an amaz-
ing year of loss for may
people. In addition to the
hurricane victims in New
Orleans and those left
homeless by the earth-
guake in Pakistan, sev-
eral families in our own
Lee community have suf-
fered tragic losses in the
past months. The num-
bers of people enduring
hardship seems unprece-
dented in modern times.

The “Norman Rockwell”
vision of the happy family
gathering around a holi-
day table is unrealistic for
the majority of the world’s
population. How does
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one find the appropriate way
to celebrate in the midst of
suffering? How do those that
“have” respond to those that
“have not?”

In the past several months,
Lee families and staff have
made noteworthy efforts to
recognize and respond to the
needs of both the local and
world community.

More than $1,500 in loose
change and cash was col-
lected and donated to the
American Red Cross by Lee
families and staff to aid vic-
tims of Hurricane Katrina.
Additionally, several Lee par-
ents spent hours at Camp
Gruber working with evacu-
ees and at least one was de-
ployed with the National
Guard directly to New Or-
leans.

Lee families again responded
to a plea for book donations
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to help raise funds for a public
library in Kigali, Rwanda, a
country that suffered from
ethnic cleansing and geno-
cide in the 1990's. Many
boxes of books were col-
lected by Lee, helping raise a
total of $4,000.

The Lee community will con-
tinue helping those in need by
supporting the Student Coun-
cil's “Toys for Tots” drive and
the Lee Angel Tree during the
month of December.

These are just a sampling of
the organized efforts that
have occurred in the Lee
community. Many more self-
less and generous acts have
been done by Lee individuals
and families in response to
recent tragedies. You may
never know how these dona-
tions will make a difference in
the life of another. But know
that, such gifts will keep on

giving, inspiring others and
enriching our community for
years to come.

Families and staff at Lee
demonstrate in actions the
meaning of the word commu-
nity. Being a member of
such a group is truly some-
thing to be thankful for.

Thank you for the many gifts
and talents you share with
our local and extended com-
munities! | hope that you all
can find some moments of
well-deserved peace and
serenity this holiday season.

Here’s wishing that the holi-
days and the New Year are
filled with happiness and
health for you and yours.

~~Cyndee Maxwell
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FactualLEE Fun Night

Once again, Lee PTA will be hosting Trivia Night! The event will be held February 10 at the Tulsa
Garden Center. There will be food, drink and lots of silent auction items on which to bid. Addi-
tionally, there is the Main Event...Get out your People Magazine and Atlas and start brushing up
on your trivial—and not so trivial—fun facts. The team that wins gets...bragging rights.

We are asking Lee families to begin making donations to the silent auction. Do you know a shop
or restaurant owner who might make a donation? Can you throw a fabulous party for 10-20 cou-
ples? How about a kids’ party? Get creative and donatel!!!

To make a donation or for more information, contact Casie Lewis 747-1285 or Jill Drummond 592-1908.
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The Box Tops Results Are In

Congratulations! The following students were the top 10 Box
Tops collectors for this period and they will receive a catered

Nature Exchange Schedule

D ber 13
ecember lunch: Claire McGeehan 165; Jonathon Kelley 100; Peyton
January 24 Storz 80; Megan Cephus 79; Mary Claire Shears 59; Phoebe
February 28 Shears 59; John Shears 57; Sara Chappell 51; Brittany Lee 50;
April 4 and James Eaton 50.
April 25—Z00 We raised $110 during this collection period. We are currently at

$280 for the school year, as compared to $315 at this time last
year. Please keep clipping!! Thanks to all who turned in box tops
and special thanks to Linda Clardy, JaneAnn Brock and Diane
Eaton for trimming and bagging 1100 box tops.

** We will continue with the study of insects
on Dec. 13; however, the children don’t need
to bring any additional bugs.
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A Round of Applause

Please give a hand to the following for their magnificent
performances over the past month:

Jill Drummond, Laura Hockett and Jennifer Roop for
directing the production of an outstanding 2005-2006 Lee
Directory.

Stephanie Stockstill and her committee for running a
terrific Jog-A-Thon. For them Fear was not a Factor.

Tracy Horner-Shears and the parent volunteers who are
participating in Junior Great Books, 2nd and 3rd grade
style.

Amy King who organized the PTA evening presentation
which will help many Lee parents navigate treacherous
waters in a sea of their childrens’ homework.

Sally Mullenix, Shannon Looney and many unnamed
chefs who tantalized the teachers’ tastebuds during Parent
Teacher Conferences.

Jill Drummond, Katie Campbell and other child stylists
who tamed the tresses of our children on Picture Day.

Tasha Holland for organizing a successful kickoff of the
Nature Exchange Program for 1st and 2nd graders.
Thanks also to the parent volunteers who were hugged.

Lynne Smith, grounds chairman, for bringing BOB (Bag
0’ Bulbs) to Lee. Lynne also successfully coordinated the
landscaping of the 1st grade entrance. We really “dig” our
grounds volunteers.

A Standing Ovation to the many unnamed volunteers
who donated their valuable time for the success of all
these events!!

NO PARKING

Parents please do not
park, stop or stand in

children.

The teachers are not
able to park if parents
are taking their spaces.

Dates to Remember

Nature Exchange

Gingerbread Houses (2nd grade)
Science Enrichment

Popcorn

Winter parties

Winter break begins

How About That Landscaping at the First Grade
Entrance?

CIf you haven’t visited the 19th Street entrance (st :
: grade) lately, you’re missing one of the most visible :
: PTA projects accomplished at Lee. .

: On Nov. 18th and 19th, volunteers assembled and
: planted an assortment of plants which will beautify our :
: school for many years to come. .

. Serviceberry trees, dwarf hollies and perennial grasses :
: were placed in an artful arrangement which will provide :
: an interesting look during all seasons. Perhaps more :
: interesting than the plants, was the process it took to :
: loosen the ground which had been compacted by dec- :
. ades of Lee students.
: tillers and even some “borrowed” heavy machinery were
: utilized.

Many volunteers with shovels, :

: Once the ground was tilled and amended more than a
+ bill in Congress, the plants were placed under the direc- :
tion of grounds chair, Lynne Smith, (Aaron 5-4).

* The end result is lovely and will mature into a worthy
 tribute to the historic character of our building. :

: Special thanks to Lynne Smith, who conceived the plan -
: and organized the troops; Joe Howell of Howell & Van- ;
: curen (Elliott KG-3, Catie 4-1), for his monetary assis- :
. tance and professional help in obtaining the trees; Julie :
: and Paul Haney (Katie 2-4), for their tilling and general
: enthusiasm; Gerard Spyres (Mitchell 2-1) for his ability -
: to procure and operate heavy machinery; and all the :
: volunteers who helped with the project. :

Please help the plants settle into their new homes by
: keeping the children out of the newly planted areas.
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What is a Volunteer Hour?

To all Lee volunteers who have been pondering this question. Anything you do at the school counts,
but there’s more to it than that. Here are some examples: any work you do at home for parties or
committees; shopping (can you believe it?) for school functions; field trips; and Boy Scout/Girl Scout
functions.

There are three ways to record your hours: (1) Volunteer Record Sheet in the office; (2) on your
own personal monthly record sheet; or (3) by email to Tropro@aol.com.

Hours are due the 5th of the month( for the previous month). Keep up the good work!

Your Volunteer Coordinator, Tara Roper
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